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BEFORE THE STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY
STATE OF NEVADA

In Re:

Nevada Cmnnec‘uons Academy Notice
Closure or F’ossnble Board Reconstitution

DEGLAHATIDN OF N.HELD
I, N. jHeld, hereby declare under penaity of perjury as follows:
1. | ama 9" grade student at Nevada Connections Academy (*NCA™), and have
been a student ACA for overfour years | make this declaration in support of NCA relative to
closure proceedings before the State Public Charter School Authority held on Mays 26,

27,2017, and continued to an unspecified date in 2017.

2. The matters set forth in this declaration are based on my own personal knowle
If called upfbn to testify, | am competent to testify to the matters set forth herein.

3. | want to explain thamazing experience | have had and how devastating it wol
be if there v;'as any interference or interruption with my school’s ongoing operations. I'went o a
traditional brickandmortar public school for grades3tand my experience was plagued with

issue. | wals a very fast learner and was far ahead of many of the kids in the class and as a

| rarely paib attention in class. My grades began to slip and | ended up forgetting things that

knew before | was taught them. | was also a on the vergesofriieg a social outcast. | cared

- little abnut} playing games and spent my time buried in books which ieft me without many

friends. Asitimc went on, even the Gifted and Talented (“GT”) class proved to be a little slow for
me. I it wajsn’t for the fact that the teachers were very caring, | would have simply slipped aw:

|
and become a social outcast.
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1 4, : After 3rd Grade, | was homeschooled for two years. | grew a somewhat social lif
2 thanks to my friends who lived across the street and was finally challengeddurmaylum. It
3 was in 6th grade that | began wNICA. | was quickly put into the GT Literature, GT Language
4 Arts, and GT Science and given the freedom | needed 10 work at my own pace. My first seme
Z was an amdzmg experience. | spent only as muchaim@eeded on each subject before |
v moved on t(b the next and | got to choose the order of lessons | worked ondiay Bhis
8 freedom qu1ckly pal off and my grades skyrocketed to straights.
9 5. By the end of my first year | had completely eamed tha tind respect of my
10 teachers anld wag given even more freedom including the ability to complete the entire weel
H ary order | Chose I had kept m;rmght“A” status as well. 1t was during the second ysar
12 however thaNCA changed my life. The year begaarmally, however, about-8 montts into
14 the school iyeaﬂ,was diagnosed with Chiari, a medical issue caused by a part of the brain
15 hanging oth of the skullMy surgery was set for March 2014, so my grandparents set up a trig
16 Hawaii befﬂrehand
17 6. After the second semester started, | began to push ahead and complete schod
18 work before it was due in order to nullify the amount of work | would have to do after the
19 vacation apd surgery. My teachers helped out as much as they could by giving me the help)
z:) needed. Beté:ause of their helping hands, I ended the year as an “A” Budent. |
09 7. The first surgerwas followed by what can only be described as a medical
o3 | disaster. 1iwas diagnosed with numerus other conditions and was forced into a chain of eigt
24 surgeries Etheﬂasted up untisummerof 2016 Each surgery would stop my work for at least 2
25 weeks am:H if 1 had stili been in a public school it would have been 6 Tty teachers
26 were alweiys helpfu! and would ease the workload fo help my recovery and save heeded
Z to move r?nuch | could resume work faster. Despite the many complications however, | man;
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|
1 to excel in sc:l;ool. Pve maintained my “A” status since joining and have also earmed the right 1g
2 participate m all Honors classes. Most impressivebutth, 1 picked up Japanese and am
8 exceling in my second year as of now. | owe so0 mudtaa., both about my education and
4 even my daily life.
Z B. | would be devastated if my right to choose this exceptional school to receive lL])
7 education wfas taken away from rhéelieve it would cause me irreparable harm and | do not
8 know of anyi other option available in Nevada that could provide me the educational opportu i
9 that Nevadaj Connections Academy provides, | ask that the Authority stop efforts to close my
10} schooi o intéﬁere with its operation.
H 9. During the hearingefore the Authoritpn May 25, 2017, I noticed that some
12 attendees were using the word “sob story” to describe the stories of NCA students. If one can
14 look at someone who has endured eight brain suggerid still manages to excel in school as a
15 “sob story,” '?;hen there is no doubt that the person is looking at it all wrong. My story is one of
16 success thanks to NCA, and the true “sob story” would be if there were no schoo! for students
17 | like meto eit‘tencﬂhat would helpme to reach my full potential.
18 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Nevada that the
19
foregoung |é true and corrected and was execuied thisrs_ day of June, 2017, in ,41,,,,{;5_,,.2 i
2? Nevada.
| I |
23 i
N. HELD
24
25
26
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